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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the impact of audit committee characteristics (committee size,
independence, and number of meetings) on the disclosure quality in Saudi joint-stock companies
before and after the adoption of International Accounting Standards(1ASs).The study adopted an
inductive approach. The sample included (98) non-financial companies listed on the Saudi Stock
Exchange (Tadawul) during the period (2011-2022).The study relied on agency theory, resource
dependence theory, and stewardship theory to provide a theoretical framework explaining the impact
of audit committee characteristics on disclosure quality, and the data were analyzed using
descriptive analysis and multiple regression analysis. The results showed that before the adoption of
international standards, audit committee characteristics (committee size and independence) has a
significant positive impact on disclosure quality, while the number of committee meetings has no
significant impact. In contrast, the results after the adoption of 1ASs indicated that the impact of
committee size remained positive, while the impact of committee independence disappeared, and the
number of committee meetings continued to have no significant impact. Finally, this study
contributes to literature by providing evidence from the Saudi environment on the impact of audit
committee characteristics on disclosure quality before and after the adoption of international
accounting standards.

Keywords: audit committee, disclosure quality, IASs.
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