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Assessing the Role of Direct and Indirect Taxes in
Advancing Social Justice in Mauritania
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Abstract

This study explores the impact of Mauritania's tax system—both direct and indirect—
on promoting social justice. Through a descriptive and analytical approach, it examines
the structure of the current tax framework and evaluates its effectiveness in income
redistribution and fostering social balance. Drawing on official economic and fiscal
data, the study compares the existing system against key principles of tax equity.
Findings reveal that indirect taxes constitute the main source of public revenue, while
direct taxes remain underutilized due to weak collection mechanisms and widespread
tax evasion. As a result, the system leans more toward proportionality than
progressivity, limiting its ability to advance social justice. The study recommends a
comprehensive restructuring of the tax system to strengthen the role of direct taxation
and alleviate the indirect tax burden on vulnerable populations.

Keywords: Direct taxes, Indirect taxes, Social justice, Tax system.
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