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Abstract

Foreign trade has become an engine of economic growth, in light of
increasing globalization and the diffusion international economic blocs.
Egypt's foreign commodity trade is one of the most important axes of
economic cooperation with Gulf Cooperation Council countries. The research
problem is represented in the low volume of Egypt’s merchandise trade with
the GCC countries, in a way that does not comply with the Egyptian
economic ambition, and this is reflected in the presence of a deficit in the
Egyptian trade balance, and the difficulty of obtaining foreignh exchange
which is necessary for economic development. The research sheds light on
the impact of foreign trade on economic growth, and also seeks to identify
reality of Egypt’s commodity trade with the GCC countries, and shows its
weak value, As the percentage of Egyptian commodity exports to the GCC
countries averaged about 11% of the total Egyptian merchandise exports
during the period (2000-2020), while percentage of Egyptian merchandise
imports from the GCC countries averaged about 10.3% of total Egyptian
commodity imports during the same period. These low percentages are due
to many reasons, including challenges related to Egyptian production
structure and challenges facing transportation and logistics. Research
reached a number of recommendations that would enhance intra-regional
trade, the most important of which are supporting production base and
integration into global value chains, developing maritime transport and
supporting related logistic services, and fighting bureaucratic problems and
administrative corruption.
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